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# WORD DEFINITION

1 ACT Accelerator A global collaboration to accelerate the development, production, and equitable access to 
COVID-19 tests, treatments , and vaccines. 
https://www.who.int/initiatives/act-accelerator/covax  

2 Antibody A protein made by plasma cells (a type of white blood cell) in response to an antigen (a 
substance that causes the body to make a specific immune response). 
https://www.cancer.gov/publications/dictionaries/cancer-terms/def/antibody

3 Antibody (serology) 
testing 

A medical test which searches for antibodies produced by the immune system response to a 
pathogen, to determine if a person has been previously infected. 
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/coronavirus-covid-19-and-medical-devices/antibody-serology-testing-
covid-19-information-patients-and-consumers  

4 Asymptomatic Having no signs or symptoms of disease.
https://www.cancer.gov/publications/dictionaries/cancer-terms/def/asymptomatic    

5 Blood Clots Gel-like clumps of blood that form naturally to stop bleeding but can be harmful if they form 
spontaneously inside blood vessels and block off normal blood flow. 
https://www.mayoclinic.org/symptoms/blood-clots/basics/definition/sym-20050850  

6 Booster Shot/Dose An extra dose of a vaccine intended to increase immunity to a pathogen after immunity to that 
pathogen has declined over time. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Booster_dose    

7 Cold Chain A temperature-controlled supply chain which is essential to the delivery of vaccines. 
https://www.unicef.org/supply/what-cold-chain    

8 Coronaviruses Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses that usually cause mild to moderate upper-
respiratory tract illnesses, like the common cold.
https://www.niaid.nih.gov/diseases-conditions/coronaviruses    

9 COVAX The vaccine pillar of the ACT Accelerator, COVAX is co-led by Gavi, the Coalition for Epidemic 
Preparedness Innovations, and the World Health Organization. Its aim is to accelerate the 
development and manufacture of COVID-19 vaccines, as well as ensure equitable access across 
the world.
https://www.who.int/initiatives/act-accelerator/covax  

10 COVID-19 Coronavirus Disease 2019 — A highly contagious respiratory disease caused by the SARS-CoV-2 
virus. 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/technical-guidance/naming-the-
coronavirus-disease-(covid-2019)-and-the-virus-that-causes-it     

11 Cytokine A type of protein that is made by certain immune and non-immune cells and has an effect on 
the immune system. 
https://www.cancer.gov/publications/dictionaries/cancer-terms/def/cytokine
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12 Cytokine Storm A severe immune reaction in which the body releases too many cytokines into the blood too 
quickly. 
https://www.cancer.gov/publications/dictionaries/cancer-terms/def/cytokine-storm

13 DNA A very stable molecule stored in the nucleus of a cell which contains the genetic information 
to create a living thing. (Deoxyribonucleic Acid) 

14 Double-Blind Study An experiment where both researchers and participants are “blind to” or unaware of the 
crucial aspects of the study, such as the hypotheses, expectations, or the allocation of subjects 
to experimental groups. 
https://practicalpie.com/double-blind-study/    

15 Effective Adequate to accomplish a purpose; producing the intended or expected result. 
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/effective    

16 Flatten the Curve Reducing the rate of infection for a contagious disease so as to not overwhelm health care 
systems. 
https://www.uab.edu/news/youcanuse/item/11268-what-exactly-does-it-mean-to-flatten-the-curve-uab-
expert-defines-coronavirus-terminology-for-everyday-life
  

17 Herd Immunity Protection from an infectious disease as a result of living in a community where a large 
number of people are vaccinated against that disease. Herd immunity helps protect those who 
have not been vaccinated, including newborns, pregnant women, and people with certain 
illnesses who cannot receive vaccines. Also called community immunity. 
https://www.cancer.gov/publications/dictionaries/cancer-terms/def/herd-immunity  
  

18 Immune Memory The capacity of the body's immune system to remember an encounter with an antigen and to 
react more swiftly to the antigen in a later encounter. 
https://www.merriam-webster.com/medical/immunological%20memory    

19 Immune response The way the body defends itself against substances it sees as harmful or foreign. 
https://www.cancer.gov/publications/dictionaries/cancer-terms/def/immune-response

20 Immunity Passport A form of documentation to prove immunity to COVID-19, most often through vaccination, 
which would allow people access to particular spaces and/or the ability to partake in different 
activities.

21 Impact To have an effect on somebody/something. 
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/definition/english/impact_2    

22 Infectious Disease Disorders caused by organisms like bacteria, viruses, fungi or parasites. Some infectious diseases 
are communicable and can be passed from person to person in a variety of different ways.

23 Infectious, 
contagious

Able to infect others, adjective. Used to describe a person at a particular stage of an illness. 

24 Monoclonal 
Antibodies

Purified individual immune system proteins that are manufactured using biotechnology. Like 
the body’s own antibodies, monoclonal antibodies recognize specific targets. 
https://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/treatment/types/immunotherapy/monoclonal-antibodies  
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25 Motile Cilium/cilia Motile cilia generate mucus flows in our body, and cilia-driven flows possess essential 
biological functions, such as mucus clearance in the lung. 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/medicine-and-dentistry/motile-cilium

26 mRNA A single stranded molecule (messenger Ribonucleic Acid) corresponding to a gene and which 
can leave the nucleus of a cell to be translated into protein. Vaccines using mRNA have been 
used for the first time in humans in response to the novel coronavirus pandemic.

27 Mutation Any change in the DNA sequence of a cell. Mutations may be caused by mistakes during cell 
division, or they may be caused by exposure to DNA-damaging agents in the environment. 
Mutations can be harmful, beneficial, or have no effect. 
https://www.cancer.gov/publications/dictionaries/cancer-terms/def/mutation

28 Novel Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) Vaccine

A preparation that is administered, generally by injection, to safely induce a protective 
immune response to the novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) without causing disease. Across the 
world, governments, researchers and pharmaceutical companies have worked in concert to 
create a multitude of safe and effective vaccines based on mRNA, inactivated coronavirus, 
protein subunits and adenoviruses.

29 Outbreak “The sudden increase in the incidence of a disease or condition.” Medical Dictionary, 2009.

30 Pandemic, Epidemic When a disease spreads to affect a large number of people in a community or region it is an 
epidemic. When a disease spreads so far as to affect people in multiple countries and across 
continents it is called a pandemic.

31 Pathogen A virus, bacterium or other microorganism which can cause disease.

32 PCR testing A medical test which uses the polymerase chain reaction to amplify and detect genetic 
material from a pathogen, like a virus or bacterium, to determine if a person is infected.
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diagnostics/21462-covid-19-and-pcr-testing  

33 Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE)

Any of a variety of objects which are used to protect emergency workers from hazards. Early 
in the COVID-19 pandemic medical PPE was in short supply as regions experienced waves of 
infections. Medical PPE can include equipment like particular types of masks, eye protection, 
scrubs, and gowns.

34 Placebo A substance that has no therapeutic effect, used as a control in testing new drugs.

35 Protein A large molecule which makes up much of the structure and performs many functions for 
living things. 

36 Quarantine “A strict isolation imposed to prevent disease.” 
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/quarantine

37 Risk The possibility of something bad happening at some time in the future; a situation that could 
be dangerous or have a bad result. 
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/definition/english/risk_1?q=risk
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38 SARS-COV-2 Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2 — The virus that causes a respiratory 
disease called coronavirus disease 19 (COVID-19).
https://www.cancer.gov/publications/dictionaries/cancer-terms/def/sars-cov-2

39 Symptomatic Showing signs of disease or illness. When a disease exists without noticeable symptoms a 
person is asymptomatic. 
https://medlineplus.gov/ency/article/002293.htm 

40 Therapeutics Relating to the treatment, remediating, or curing of a disorder or disease. (Medical Dictionary 
for the Health Professionals and Nursing, 2012)

41 Vaccine Equity The equitable  distribution of vaccines worldwide, a vital step in ending the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/what-is-vaccine-equity-covid-19

42 Variant Any change in the DNA sequence of a cell. Variants may be caused by mistakes during cell 
division, or they may be caused by exposure to DNA-damaging agents in the environment. 
Variants can be harmful, beneficial, or have no effect. A variant is sometimes called a 
mutation

43 Ventilator A machine that supplies oxygen or a mixture of oxygen and air, used in artificial respiration to 
control or assist breathing. 
https://medical-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/ventilator

44 Virus A microscopic infectious agent that replicates inside the living cells of an organism. Viruses 
infect all types of life forms, from animals and plants to microorganisms.
https://www.cancer.gov/publications/dictionaries/cancer-terms/def/virus

45 White Blood Cell A type of blood cell that is made in the bone marrow and found in the blood and lymph tissue. 
White blood cells are part of the body's immune system. They help the body fight infection and 
other diseases. 
https://www.cancer.gov/publications/dictionaries/cancer-terms/def/white-blood-cell  

46 Zoonotic Diseases (also known as zoonoses) are caused by germs that spread between animals and 
people. 
https://www.cdc.gov/onehealth/basics/zoonotic-diseases.html#:~:text=Zoonotic%20diseases%20(also%20
known%20as,home%20and%20away%20from%20home


